2009 STOP-DWI Holiday Classic

Day 2 – December 29th, 2009

By Ryan Connolly
Game 7

Regional Division I

Vestal High School (Vestal, NY)…………………………………………..59
Seton Catholic Central (Binghamton, NY)…………………………………41
Day 2 of the 2009 STOP-DWI Holiday Classic got underway early Tuesday morning with the 3rd Place game in Regional Division I play. The Golden Bears of Vestal are hoping to salvage a 3rd Place finish in the Holiday Classic for the second year in a row after dropping their opening round game to Johnson City, 58-54. Collectively they must improve at the free-throw line after shooting a poor 46.9% in their first game. They looked to seniors Chris Gerner and Josh Bailey to head that charge, and build off their team highs of 15 and 12 points, respectively, on Day 1. Seton Catholic finds themselves in the consolation bracket after losing to Norwich High on opening day, 63-53. Junior Bob Garbade (14pts & 7rbs) and his Saint teammates must improve on the glass after being out-rebounded 26-18 in their opening round defeat. 
With tip-off coming at 9:30am, it was a story of who could climb out of bed and bring the energy needed early in the contest. Vestal won that battle, dominating Seton Catholic on the boards 20-8, and continually beating the Saints up and down the floor creating easy buckets inside for Bailey who finished with a half high 11 points. After netting just 7 points in the entire first quarter, Seton Catholic put together a 10-2 run within the first 2 minutes of the second stanza tying the game up at 17. It would be short lived, as they became undisciplined and within minutes Vestal reestablished a 10 point lead. Heading into the break, it was the Golden Bears up eight, 27-19. 
The Saints failed to find inspiration in the locker room at half and the lopsided story continued through the second half. Vestal used a 13-0 run through the middle of the third quarter to stretch the lead to 21, a lead they wouldn’t relinquish, cruising to the win, 59-41. Josh Bailey was a dominating presence for the Bears collecting a game high 19 points and eight rebounds in only 25 minutes of work. Vestal out-rebounded Seton Catholic 37-17 in the contest. Tom Torto’s seven first-half points held up for a Saints team high. The win gives Vestal its second 3rd Place finish in as many years and third overall during its tenure as a Holiday Classic participant. 
Game 8

Regional Division II

Chenango Forks High School (Chenango Forks, NY)………………….53
Susquehanna Valley High School (Conklin, NY)………………………47
Regional Division II action tipped off on Day 2 of the 2009 STOP-DWI Holiday Classic with a match-up between the Blue Devils of Chenango Forks and the Sabers of Susquehanna Valley. Forks is making its first appearance since 2005 in which they fell to Trumansburg by one, 63-63 in the Regional Division II final. The Blue Devils feature two returning starters, seniors Casey Redfern (15ppg) and Patrick Creagh (9ppg). Susquehanna Valley comes into this years Tournament with its 2008 starting lineup entirely intact. They are led by All-Division senior, 6’6” Matt Cornwell (16ppg and 11rpg). 
In the first half, Susquehanna Valley failed to sustain any significant possessions, missing on quick shots and contested layups. Forks capitalized on the opportunities at hand, turning Saber misses and turnovers into easy buckets on the break. Nearing the end of the half, Forks had distanced themselves by 15 points, with Redfern leading the way with 13 first half points. Heading into the locker room at half, the Blue Devils had the game well in hand, 32-19. 
For the first time all tournament, a team that was down big at half made the necessary adjustments and worked themselves back into the ballgame. Susquehanna Valley played inspired basketball right out of the gate taking only three minutes to cut the lead down to two possessions. A Cornwell three with just under six minutes left in the game brought the score to 41-37 in favor of the Blue Devils, but signified a clear shift in the momentum. An 8-0 Saber run ensued, highlighted by a James McKeage three from the corner, and with 3:43 remaining Susquehanna Valley held their first lead, a 45-41 advantage. Redfern responded with a big three from the top of the key for Forks, rallying the Blue Devils back out in front and on to victory, 53-47. 
Creagh led all scorers in the game with 20 points, eight of them coming from the charity stripe in the waning seconds of the game. Redfern had 19 points of his own for Forks, and Cornwell was best for the Sabers with 15 points and seven rebounds. 

Susquehanna Valley moves to the 3rd Place game and will play ME/CV on Wednesday, December 30th at 2:45pm. Chenango Forks secured its second Regional Division Championship birth and will face ME/CV on Wednesday, December 30th at 5:45pm. 

Game 9

National Division

Landstown High School (Virginia Beach, VA)…………………………..56
Our Lady of Good Counsel (Olney, MD)………………………………..66
National Division play resumed on Day 2 with a consolation bracket game between the Eagles of Landstown and the Falcons from Our Lady of Good Counsel. Both teams fell to the consolation bracket in thrilling fashion. Landstown dropped their first round contest to South Laurel after leading by two possessions with just under a minute to play. A pair of free-throws with 4.5 seconds to play put South Laurel up one, and sunk Landstown’s hopes of a repeat of their 2005 visit to the finals. For Good Counsel, a three-point basket off the hand of Boys and Girls’ Michael Taylor with four seconds remaining spoiled a promising start for the first-time participant. 
Good Counsel came out firing to start the game, knocking down three-point baskets on their first three trips up the floor, two coming off the hand of Jemel Sessoms. Landstown matched the offensive production and at quarters end Good Counsel held a 14-12 advantage. The start of the second quarter came with an outburst from Falcon senior Sean Wright, who took Good Counsel on a 17-0 run in which he accounted for 14 points. Heading into the break, Good Counsel held a commanding lead, 31-22. Wright led all first half scorers with 13 points, and Julian Norfleet headed the Landstown attack with nine points. 
At the start of the second half, the Good Counsel offense sputtered making good on only one field goal until the 1:15 mark of the third quarter. Landstown had closed the gap to four and the Falcons were in need of a spark to regain control of the momentum. Sessoms, came off the bench at the 1:30 mark and came up with two quick baskets and a steal on defense to give Good Counsel a nine point lead heading into the final frame. The two teams played even through the fourth quarter, and Good Counsel cruised to the victory, 66-56. 
Wright finished with a Falcon high 18 points and Sessoms had 16 of his own, going a perfect 3-3 from beyond the arc. Devon Wright-Nelson dominated the boards for Good Counsel, picking up game high 12 rebounds. Landstown’s Reggie Williams led all scorers in the game with 23 points. 

Good Counsel moves to the 5th Place game and will face Villa Angela St. Joseph on Wednesday, December 30th at 11:15am. Landstown falls to the 7th Place game and will try to salvage the trip with a win over the host Binghamton on Wednesday, December 30th at 9:30am. 

Game 10
National Division

Villa Angela St. Joseph High School (Cleveland, OH)……………………54
Binghamton High School (Binghamton, NY)……………………………...41
Coming off one of its worst losses as host of the STOP-DWI Holiday Classic, Binghamton High looked to rebound against the Vikings of Villa Angela St. Joseph who also dropped their first-round game in convincing fashion to Christ the King, 64-45. Binghamton will need a group effort to create a significant offensive output, and Devin Carter leads the Vikings into today’s game coming off a 15 point effort on Day 1.
Binghamton had success early in the contest getting point production from all starters on the floor, however, could not manage to defend the steady and disciplined Viking offense. The Patriots could not keep pace with Villa Angela, and a slew of forced turnovers left Binghamton down going into the half for the second night in a row, 32-18. Carter continued to pace the Vikings offense with eight points in the half, while Kyle Lovett-Pitts was best for the Pats with seven. 
Coming out of the break for the second half, Lovett-Pitts was determined to get Binghamton back in the ballgame hitting for 12 points in the third quarter alone, including three pointers on back to back trips up the floor late in the quarter. However, it was the same story as the first half for the Patriot defense, as they struggled to keep Villa Angela off the scoreboard, negating the solid production of Lovett-Pitts. Villa Angela kept their distance through the final quarter, rolling the Patriots for the second time in as many meetings, 54-41 – the last coming in the 3rd Place game of the 2004 Holiday Classic in which Villa Angela downed the Pats, 83-53. 
Lovett-Pitts finished with 18 points leading all scorers in the game, while Carter was best for the Vikes with 16. Collectively, Binghamton shot only 37% from the field, while also committing 15 turnovers in the contest. They fall to the 7th Place game for the second consecutive year, and will play Landstown on Wednesday, December 30th at 9:30am. Villa Angela moves to the 5th Place game and will play Our Lady of Good Counsel on Wednesday, December 30th at 11:15am.              
Game 11

Regional Division II

Maine-Endwell High School (Endwell, NY)………………………………62
Chenango Valley High School (Chenango Valley, NY)…………………..54
The second semi-final of Regional Division II started the evening session of Day 2 as the Spartans from Maine-Endwell tipped off against the Chenango Valley Warriors. Maine-Endwell enters the game with three returning players from last years team including twin 6’4” forwards, Tom and John Connolly and 6’5” Willis Stocks. Chenango Valley boasts four returning starters from a year before, led by All-Metro guard Tom Hull (20ppg). 
The teams proved to be evenly matched, playing the first quarter to a 13-all tie. At half’s end, Maine-Endwell clung to a four point lead, 26-22, thanks to a short 6-0 run midway through the second frame. John Connolly and Nate Burgo led the way for the Spartans in the first half with seven points a piece and Hull led all scorers for Chenango Valley with nine points and seven rebounds. Statistically, the two teams were nearly identical in almost every category, setting the stage for a thrilling battle to the finish in the second half. 
The Warriors quickly closed the gap in the third quarter with a 6-0 run, bringing the game back to a tie at 28. As expected, Maine-Endwell responded right away with a run of their own to the tune of seven unanswered, capped by a Burgo three from the wing. With a healthy seven-point cushion, the Spartan defense tightened and held off a late charge from Chenango Valley, taking the win and the final birth in the Regional Division II championship game, 62-54. 
Burgo led all scorers in the game with 16 points on 6-9 shooting, while also picking up six rebounds. John Connolly finished with 14 points and Hull was best for Chenango Valley with a double-double, 12 points and 12 rebounds. 

Chenango Valley will face Susquehanna Valley in the 3rd Place game of Regional Division II on Wednesday, December 30th at 2:45pm. Maine-Endwell will face Chenango Forks in the Regional Division II final on Wednesday, December 30th at 5:45pm. 

Game 12

National Division

South Laurel High School (London, KY)……………………………..40
Boys and Girls High School (Brooklyn, NY)………………………….69
The National Division semi-finals got underway on as the two marquee games of Day 2 of the 2009 STOP-DWI Holiday Classic. Semi-final one featured two teams coming off dramatic last second wins in the quarterfinals. South Laurel needed a late turnover and a gutsy pair of free-throws from Josh Karr to move past Landstown and into the semi-finals. For Boys and Girls, it was a slightly different route, as their heroics didn’t come in the form of free-throws, but rather a huge three-pointer from Michael Taylor with four seconds to play, giving them the one point victory, 51-50. 
On the opening tip-off it was clear Boys and Girls came to the floor to make a statement – that they were better than the Boys and Girls team that showed up on Day one; that it was a fluke that Good Counsel hung with them until the end and that they were a legitimate contender for this years National Division title. The pure athleticism fueling the offensive attack and in-your-face defense was on full display as they dismantled a high quality South Laurel team in the first half, 37-16. The ‘Roos shot 50% from the floor in the first half and caused 10 turnovers, all of which led to fast break points. Antoine Slaughter picked up a half high 13 points while teammates Taylor and Leroy Isler pitched in 10 and 13 respectively. Matt St. John picked up 10 rebounds in the half to go along with four points for South Laurel. 
As South Laurel made their way back to the floor for the second half, their body language suggested they’d rather have just stayed in the locker room than come and subject themselves to another 16 minute beating. No one could blame them; the Boys and Girls attack was relentless as they pushed the lead all the way out to 30 before the end of the third quarter, steamrolling their way into the National Division final, 69-40. Four Kangaroo players finished in double figures, Slaughter with 17, Isler with 13 and Taylor and Jeffland Neverson with 14 a piece. St. John turned in a stellar effort for South Laurel in the loss finishing with 17 points and 14 rebounds. 
Boys and Girls will play Christ the King/King’s Fork in the National Division final on Wednesday, December 30th at 9:15pm. South Laurel falls to the 5th Place game and will play Christ the King/King’s Fork on Wednesday, December 30th at 1:00pm. 

Game 13

National Division 

Christ the King High School (Middle Village, NY)………………………56
King’s Fork High School (Suffolk, VA)…………………………………..40
The second semi-final in National Division play had the Royals from Christ the King, who dominated their first round game with Villa Angela St. Joseph, and the King’s Fork Bulldogs, who also cruised into the semis with a 65-30 thumping of host Binghamton. Maurice Barrow looked to build on his 14 point effort in their first game for Christ the King. Twin-towers, Jay Copeland and Davante Gardner were dominating in the opening round win with 16 and 17 respectively. They would need a similar effort to keep pace with the highly regarded Christ the King, and move on in the winner’s bracket to the championship game. 
The story of the first half surrounds itself with foul trouble. The game never got into rhythm in the first 16 minutes of play, as an astonishing 25 combined fouls were called, limiting the intensity and athleticism of both King’s Fork and Christ the King. Within two minutes of the first quarter, 6’6” Copeland, one half of the twin-towers that dominate the inside for King’s Fork, the other being 6’8” Gardner, picked up two fouls and was forced to the bench for the remainder of the half. He would be joined shortly by most of the King’s Fork starting lineup. With 18 of the half’s points coming from the free-throw line, it was hard to tell which team had control of the game; still, Christ the King held the lead, 29-18 at the half. Omar Calhoun was best for the Royals with a half high 11 points, and Gardner led all Bulldog scorers with nine. 

There wasn’t much change in the second half, as much of the King’s Fork lineup had fouled out or picked up their fourth fouls with nearly a full quarter left to play. There was little basketball to see down the stretch as most of the game took place at the foul line, and in the end, Christ the King kept their distance from King’s Fork and took home the win and a birth in the final, 56-40. Calhoun finished with a game high 17 points, and Gardner made good for 14 on the night. As the final horn sounded, 56 fouls had been called. 
Christ the King will face Boys and Girls in the National Division final on Wednesday, December 30th at 9:15pm. King’s Fork falls to the 5th Place game and will face South Laurel on Wednesday, December 30th at 1:00pm. 
