
1 

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
January 16, 2019 

 
The Health & Human Services Committee of the Broome County Legislature met on Wednesday, 
December 12, 2018 in the Legislative Conference Room, Sixth Floor, Edwin L. Crawford County 
Office Building, Binghamton, New York. 
 
Members Present: J. Shaw (Chair), C. O’Brien, M. Hilderbrant, S. Ryan, M. Kaminsky 
 
Members Absent:  None 
 
Others Present: N. Williams K. Empett, K. Saunders, Mental Health; R. Kaufman,, Health 

Department; R. LaClair, WPRNC; G. Bucciarelli, OMB; M. Tanzini, 
Legislature; J. Garnar, C. Wagner, C. Cramer, Executive, C. Battisti, J. Hyatt, 
Crime Victims Assistance Center 

 
The Health & Human Services Committee meeting was called to order by the Chair at 4:00. Ms. 
O’Brien made a motion to move the agenda, seconded by Ms. Ryan 
 
The Committee took the following action with regard to the matters before it: 
 

#16 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE ADDICTION CENTER PROGRAM 
GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM 
BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH THE ADDICTION CENTER OF 
BROOME COUNTY TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

In response to a question from the Committee, it was stated that this type of State grant requires 
a “LGU” or Local Government Unit, to accept the funding.  Ms. Williams stated this program 
services outpatient and outpatient rehabilitation. It was stated that the Addiction Center of 
Broome County runs the program and is currently hiring more people with grant funding that 
was recently awarded. 
Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#17 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE NYS ARC PROGRAM GRANT FOR 

THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND 
RENEWING AGREEMENT WITH THE BROOME TIOGA CHAPTER NYSARC INC. TO 
ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#18 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES PROGRAM 

GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM 
BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF 
BROOME COUNTY TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
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#19 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE CHILDREN’S HOME OF 
WYOMING CONFERENCE PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE CHILDREN’S HOME OF WYOMING CONFERENCE TO 
ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

In response to a question from the Committee regarding how Raise the Age will affect the 
Children’s Home, Ms. Williams stated the organization has received state funding for Raise the 
Age programs but is still waiting on the money.  In its first year, it will service 16-year-olds and in 
its second year, it will serve 17-year-olds. 
Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#20 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE CCSI SPOA PROGRAM GRANT 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET 
AND RENEWING AN AGREEMENT WITH COORDINATED CARE SERVICES, INC., 
TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#21 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE COMMUNITY OPTIONS 

PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A 
PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING AN AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNITY 
OPTIONS OF NEW YORK, INC. TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#22 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE QUALITY ASSURANCE AND 

ACCOUNTABILITY PROJECT PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE 
AGREEMENT WITH COORDINATED CARE SERVICES, INC. TO ADMINISTER SAID 
PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried. Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#23 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE FAIRVIEW RECOVERY SERVICES 

PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A 
PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH FAIRVIEW 
RECOVERY SERVICES, INC. TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Ms. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Ms. Kaminsky, to amend the resolution to reflect the 
breakdown of funds.  $1,414,855 was amended to $1,862,178 from NYS Office of Alcoholism & 
Substance Abuse Services (OASAS) and $77,751 from NYS Office of Mental Health.  
Amendment carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
Resolution as amended carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#24 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, 
ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH 
FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SOCIETY TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

In response to a question from the Committee regarding the effectiveness of the program, Ms. 
Williams stated local school districts are having a hard time with staffing.  She says there are 
not enough social workers in the area. 
Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
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#25 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE LOURDES HOSPITAL PROGRAM 
GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM 
BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH OUR LADY OF LOURDES 
HOSPITAL TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Ms. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Ms. Kaminsky to amend the resolution.  $462,382 
was amended to $412,969 from NYS OASAS and $51,413 from the NYS Office of Mental 
Health. In response to a question from the Committee, Ms. Williams stated the program is very 
effective in school and works with middle and high school students. 
Amendment carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
Resolution as amended carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#26 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A 
PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH THE MENTAL 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTHERN TIER, INC. TO ADMINISTER SAID 
PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#27 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE MENTAL HEALTH SCHOOLS 

PROJECT GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A 
PROGRAM BUDGET AND AUTHORIZING AGREEMENTS WITH VARIOUS 
VENDORS TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Ms. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Ms. Ryan to amend the resolution to remove 
“Coordinated Care Services” from the resolution because they are not a part of the contract 
agreement. 
Amendment carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
Resolution as amended carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#28 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE UNITED HEALTH SERVICES 

PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, ADOPTING A 
PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING THE AGREEMENT WITH UNITED HEALTH 
SERVICES TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#29 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE FORENSIC TRANSITIONAL 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#30 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE ADULT SPOA PROGRAM GRANT 

FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND ADOPTING A PROGRAM 
BUDGET FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#31 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF THE AGREEMENT WITH ROBERT 

RUSSELL ED.D FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSULTATION SERVICES FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
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#32 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF MEDICALLY SUPERVISED 
REHABILITATION SERVICES GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL 
HEALTH, ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND RENEWING AGREEMENT WITH 
HELIO HEALTH INC. F/K/A SYRACUSE BRICK HOUSE TO ADMINISTER SAID 
PROGRAM FOR 2019 

In response to a question from the Committee, Ms. Williams stated that if a person enters the 
rehabilitation center, leaves and re-enters, it is not counted as a readmission.  Ms. Williams 
stated that the information cannot be displayed to reflect a readmission, unless it is given by the 
Provider (Helio Health)   
Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#33 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE THE COMMUNITY SYSTEM 

COORDINATOR PROGRAM GRANT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH, 
ADOPTING A PROGRAM BUDGET AND AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH 
CCORDINATED CARE SERVICES INC., TO ADMINISTER SAID PROGRAM FOR 
2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#34 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT WITH KAREL 

KURST-SWANGER FOR COORDINATOR SERVICES FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH’S CHILD FATALITY REVIEW TEAM PROGRAM GRANT FOR 2015-2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
#41 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE AGREEMENT WITH 

POINTCLICKCARE TECHNOLOGIES, INC., FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR 
THE WILLOW POINT REHABILITATION AND NURSING CENTER FOR 2019 

Carried Ayes-5, Nays-0  
 
In response to other inquiries, Mr. LaClair stated that food service at Willow Point Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center has improved significantly.  The service is presented in a “more homelike 
atmosphere” and many residents have expressed their appreciation with the new service. 
 
Christine Battisti and Jessica Hyatt of the Crime Victims Assistance Center presented on its Safe 
Harbour Program, which works with at-risk youth (under 18 years old) in preventing sex trafficking.  The 
program is now in its fifth year with the funding due to expire at the end of the year.  Ms. Battisti said the 
organization has taken steps to obtain long-term funding for the program when the grant money runs 
out.  Since inception, the organization has assisted 196 youth who have been presented as at-risk.  Ms. 
Battisti says many of those who are served are runaways and students who do not attend school on a 
regular basis.  Safe Harbor has established a center in Endicott where they can assist these youth with 
a place to stay, facilities for showering and doing laundry and helping to keep them away from sex 
trafficking.  Ms. Battisti says the organization often tables at community events and is taking part in a 
fundraiser in the coming weeks.  This year they will focus more on parents to give them the tools to 
avoid increasing the number of at-risk youth.  CVAC will also host a two-day conference in November 
on sex trafficking.  Handouts from the presentation have been included in this file. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Committee at this time, a motion to adjourn was 
made by Ms. Kaminsky, seconded by Ms. Ryan. The meeting adjourned at 4:57 PM. 
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