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BROOME COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 

The mission of the Broome County Parks, Recreation and Youth Services Department is to 

develop, operate and maintain a comprehensive park system as well as provide diverse year-

round leisure activities, recreational facilities and programs that enhances the quality of life for 

Broome County Residents and visitors alike, and preserves it for future generations.   

 

Our Vision is to provide recreational, physical, and leisure opportunities to all Broome County 

residents, with a focus on families, youth development, and building a healthy community.  

This will be accomplished by: 

 Creating passive and active opportunities for leisure, promoting recreational activities 

and events 

 Promoting health and wellness through recreation 

 Hosting special events in Broome County Parks and supporting outside events that 

occur, as well as promoting area-wide tourism 

 Serving as "stewards of the environment.” Promoting environmental awareness and 

encouraging protecting, preserving and restoring significant natural areas  
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INTRODUCTION  

The Broome County Department of Parks, Recreation & Youth Services is pleased to present its 2019 
Annual Report.  We are proud of our department’s accomplishments this past year and look forward to 
many more in 2020. 

Our facilities, encompassing over 4,000 acres, include regional parks, group and family campgrounds, 
and two nature areas.  The hard work, dedication and vision of our staff have enabled us to effectively 
develop and maintain these facilities, and to provide a consistently high level of service to the people of 
Broome County. 

In 2019 the department distributed over $235,000 in grants to 22 youth programs in Broome County. 
These programs range from recreational programs to drug awareness initiatives to runaway and 
homeless case work.  In addition, the department has distributed over $37,000 in ZBGA grants to Cornell 
Cooperative Extension for Finch Hollow Nature Center and over $38,000 in grants for Broome County 
Snowmobile Clubs to help maintain the many miles of snowmobile trails that go through Broome 
County. 

The Broome County Department of Parks,Recreation & Youth Services thanks Broome County’s elected 
officials, workers, as well as its residents, for their support in 2019.  Their belief in the integral role of a 
comprehensive  parks and recreation program in the life of a  vibrant, forward-looking community, and  
commitment to our county’s youth has been,  and will continue to be, indispensable to our 
department’s success. 
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SHARED RESOURCES 

 
The Broome County Department of Parks, Recreation and Youth Services strives to reduce costs to 
taxpayers.  One of the keyways to do so is to share services. Whether we are assisting these 
departments, or they are assisting us, the cooperative spirit saves taxpayers hundreds of thousands of 
dollars annually. 
 
The department has on-going partnerships with the following departments & organizations  
 

 Area & Forum 
 Aviation 
 BMTS 
 Broome County Security 
 Broome-Tioga Workforce 
 Buildings and Grounds 
 County Executive 
 CSSI 
 Engineering 
 En-Joie Golf Course 
 Emergency Services 
 Fitness Advisory Board 
 Highway 
 IT 

 Law Department 
 Library 
 Office for Aging 
 OMB 
 Mental Health 
 Planning 
 Personnel 
 Sheriff’s Department 
 Social Services 
 Solid Waste 
 Stop DWI 
 Regional Parks Committee Health 

Department 
 Risk and Insurance 
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

Broome County Parks hosts numerous special events run by local non-profits; these include walks, 
runs, car shows, fishing events and athletic tournaments. Each of these require special assistance, set-up 
and clean-up efforts by our staff. We are pleased and proud to help our non-profit community in their 
mission to help others. 
 
Of special note are the events which the department sponsor or co-sponsor: 
 

 Broome Bands Together Concert Series 
 Broome County Parks Triathlon 
 Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat  
 High School Cross-Country Meets 
 Movies in the Park 
 The Almost Annual Crappie Derby  
 The Spiedie Fest/Balloon Rally 

 
The department also provides support for the Grippen Park BMX races and the BAGSAI softball program.  

Department personnel also provide support for the Senior Games. 
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2019 SPECIAL EVENTS 

 
Miscellaneous        Dates                                 People 
USAU Ultimate Frisbee Tournament -- Otsiningo Park   April 13-14                       175 

Modelers of Binghamton Float Fly -- Cole Park    May 18-19                         30  

Broome County Parks Triathlon -- Dorchester Park   June 29          500 

35th Annual Spiedie Fest/Balloon Rally -- Otsiningo Park   August 2-4                110,000 

Dick’s Sporting Goods Open --En-Joie Golf Course    August 12-18                  70,000 

CCSI Family Fun Night – Cole Park     August 15         100 

First Assembly of God Church in the Park – Otsiningo Park  August 18         550 

CCSI Family Fun Night – Dorchester Park     August 22         100 

Achieve Fireworks Display -- BAGSAI     August 22         400 

BC Fed of Sportsmen’s Club Children’s Fishing Derby -- Cole Park  September 7               100-150 

Mental Health Association “Wings of Hope” Walk -- Dorchester Park September 7         100 

Cruisin’ Buddies Car Show -- Dorchester Park    September 14              200 

Binghamton LEAH Guardians Soccer Tournament -- Otsiningo Park September 21         475 

Aeroguidance Society Float Fly -- Cole Park    September 28-29                       25 

First Ward Charities Harvest Fest -- Otsiningo Park   September 29      1,300 

Scarecrow Displays -- Otsiningo Park     October 6-18 

Fall Festival & Trunk or Treat -- Otsiningo Park                  October 20   
  

 

Walks/Runs (Otsiningo Park)      Dates     People 

Triple Cities Runners Club January Freeze Races    January 5-February 2   75-100 

Alive with Autism Walk       April 28                 250 

SUNY Broome PTA Club 5K      May 4                                       120 

Ann’s 5K Run/Walk to Benefit Huntington’s Disease   May 11           150 

Walk MS        May 18                               500-600 

Great Strides Walk to Cure Cystic Fibrosis     May 19                                       125 

Stepping Out to Cure Scleroderma Walk     June 2                 200-300 

Southern Tier Aids “Doggone Fun on the Run”    July 20                 150-200 

Epilepsy-Pralid Inc. “Out of the Shadows 5K”    July 27                                         80 

RRCA Women’s Distance Festival 5K     August 15          100 

YWCA Encore Plus “All Paws for a Cause” Walk                  September 15          150 

Amer. Found. For Suicide Prevention “Out of the Darkness Walk”  October 5                        250 

CHOW Walk        October 6          300 

Triple Cities Runners Club “Turkey Trot”     November 28                700-800 
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Broome Bands Together Summer Concert Series sponsored by Coughlin & Gerhart LLC  (Otsiningo Park) 

June 4th  Steven Cali 

June 11th  Dirt Farm 

June 18th  Lutheran Skirts 

June 25th  Wreckless Marci 

July 9th   Mike Davis and the Laughing Buddha Episodes 

July 16th  Masterpiece 

July 23rd  The Shambles 

Aug. 13th   Rain Dates 

Aug .20th  Wreckless Marci 

 

Movies in the Park  (Otsiningo Park) 

June 14th  How to Train Your Dragon – The Hidden World 

July 19th  Aquaman 

August 9th  The Incredibles 2 

August 23rd  Rain Date 
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Dorchester Park

Greenwood Park

Grippen Park

Nathaniel Cole Park

Otsiningo Park

Otsiningo North

Roundtop Picnic Area

2019  
General Attendance  

Dorchester                             120,004 

Greenwood                                              84,042  

Grippen                                                     89,869 

Nathaniel Cole Park                                85,249 

Otsiningo Park                                    1,246,642 

Otsiningo North                                     140,601  

Roundtop Picnic Area                             74,977 

                    TOTAL  1,841,384.00  

  

  
 

2019 GENERAL ATTENDANCE   
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2019  
Parks and Recreation Revenue  

Boating                                     $35,983.04    

Food Concessions                 $24,360.55                                       

Camping                                 $39,337.16                          

Shelter Rental                $81,587.66 

Grounds Rental                                $21,208.55                               

Ski Rental                                            $1,438.50    

Miscellaneous                                    $7,065.52 

Miscellaneous (Equipment Sale)       $208.35 

Uniform           $50 

NYS OCFS            $32,620.60 

                                     TOTAL:  $247,557.42  

 

2019 PARKS, RECREATION & YOUTH SERVICES  

 

 

   

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boating

Food Concession

Camping

Shelter Rental

Grounds Rental

Ski Rental

Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous (Equipment Rentals)

NYS OCFS
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS & RECREATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND EXPECTED PROJECTS  

Administration & Recreation Accomplishments 2019 

 2ndAnnual Broome County Parks Trunk or Treat and New for 2019 Fall Festival  
 Administered NYSOPRHP Snowmobile Trail Grant-in-Aid program for local snowmobile clubs 
 Conducted 4th Annual Scarecrow Display and Contest at Otsiningo Park with 38 business and 

organizations participating 
 First ever “Call for Bands” for Broome Bands Together Summer Concert Series with over 120 

bands applying to preform 
 First year Broome County Parks- Summer Movies in the Parks series  
 Secured Naloxone (opioid overdose) training and kits for Parks’ personnel 
 Updated all parks, camping and cross-county skiing brochures 
 Updated and simplified special events permit  
 Year two of Reserve America reservation system implemented for all camping and shelter 

reservations 
 
Aqua Terra Wilderness Area Accomplishments 2019 

 Eagle Scout Project- Quinn Diehl installed a kiosk with a map of Aqua Terra highlighting 
waypoints that he installed in high traffic areas of the park for emergency services use 

 Fixed potholes and smoothed gateway 
 Organized multiple cleanup days with 200+ participants 

 
Hawkins Pond Nature Area Accomplishments 2020 

 Rennovated Bathrooms  
 Cleared all downed trees from trails  

 
Round-Top Picnic Area Accomplishments 2019 

 Planned and currently developing trail system from Round-Top Picnic Area to Grippen Park 
 Re-structured personnel resources to oversee year-round maintenance & park cleanup 

 
BAGSAI Softball Complex Accomplishments 2019 

 Began clearing out batting cages to be able to be reconstructed in 2020  
 Developed stronger relationship with  BAGSAI 
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Dorchester Park 
 

2019 Accomplishments 
 Filled in drop off along edges of paved trail across dam 

 Made Bike racks for Triathlon 

 Painted parking lot lines in North Parking Lot 

 Removed and cleaned up several trees damaged 

and fallen along with their stumps ground up, 

filled and reseeded. 

 Repainted inside and replaced deck and 

carpeting of both rescue boats 

 Replaced skylight panels on pole barn 

 Roofing of the North Shelter 

 Sealed concrete pads at the North and East 

shelters and South Restroom 

 Stripped and waxed break room floor 

 Upgrades to Bridge started 

 

For 2020 

 Add concrete grill pad at north shelter and 

replace grill 

 Bridge and roadway completion 

 Patch and fill cracks along walking trail 

 Plant trees to replace those that have fallen over the past several years 

 Put in insulation over security office and connection hallway outside office.  

 Raise drop ceiling in shop or bring duct work below ceiling as to make heating building 

more efficient 

 Replace gate posts with metal box beam from highway guardrail and repair gates 

 Replace water line to cold storage 

 Update playground equipment (removal of trees possibly needed)  
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Greenwood Park 

 

2019 Accomplishments 
 Built new benches  
 Built new picnic tables 
 Cleaned, repaired and painted boats  

 New trail maps installed at trail head 
 Painted and repaired lifeguard chairs 
 Repaired Shelter 2 roof  

 Shelter 1 straightened with brackets- 
engineering 

 Split wood for winter heat and camping 
sales 

 Staining of buildings  
 Stump grinding 
 Trail work 

 Tree removal along camp powerline 
 

For 2020  
 2 new garage doors at maintenance building  

 Acquire generator for well  

 Address parking lot drainage issues  

 Build new picnic tables  

 Build permeant movie screen at campground with electricity  

 Drop dead trees in campground before opening 

 Fix drainage issues at Beach and throughout park 

 Hang new awning/ shade structure for Lifeguards at Guard Shack 

 Replace roof on well house  

 Replace/ reset culvert pipe 

 Stain ski shop building  

 Update all lighting at campground                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



 
 
 
 
 

18 
 

Nathaniel Cole Park 

 

2019 Accomplishments 
 Brand new electric line put in from the main pole at the road down to the transformer in 

the park 

 Built 4 new concrete benches and installed around the lake for patrons to sit at  

 Built a new canoe / kayak rack for boathouse  

 Built several new picnic tables and replaced old tables 

 Cleaned out ditches around the lake trail  

 Completely renovated the boathouse with new siding  

 Finished installing new led lights in the main buildings in the park 

 Installed 18/ 36 holes and began clearing fairways for Cole Park Disc Golf course  

 Installed 4 new Texas style grills at shelters 1-4  

 Installed a new aluminum gate to the park office road and the east roadway to the dam  

 Installed new bridge on lake trail 

 Installed new shingles and repaired rotted roof boards from men’s rest room  

 Installed new spring-loaded shower handles in the men's and women's rest rooms  

 Put in a new check valve and water pressure tank in the main pump house  

 Two parking lots paved 

For 2020 
 Begin renovations on shelters 1-4 

 Bush hog and clear trees for disc golf 

 Clear cut brush in the east so the lake and beach is visible from shelter 3 

 Install 2 new drinking fountains in the park  

 Install a new trail map kiosk at Hawkins pond 

 Install a permanent fire pit on top of the west bank overlooking the lake (pour 

concrete/put adk chairs around it) 

 Install new energy efficient windows around park office  

 Install new kiosks at the east and west end of lake trail  

 Install new posts in concrete for each garbage can receptacle  

 Make fishing spots around lake 

more accessible for patrons  

 Re-design and revamp entrance 

sign (All parks) 

 Replace all the culvert pipes 

around lake trail 

 Renovate shelter 4 bathrooms   

 Repair broken water line in the 

east of park  

 Re-side exterior wall in 

maintenance shop  
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Otsiningo Park 
 

2019 Accomplishments 
 Broome Bands Together  

 New chess tables built for park 

 New grills installed at shelters  

 New planter boxes installed at gardens  

 Pedestrian traffic counters installed  

 Permanent stage built with landscaping  

 Replaced sewage pump at south restroom and will 

replace second one in 2020 

 Spiedie Fest 

 Storage room built in pole barn 

 Trunk or Treat and Fall Festival  

 Women’s Restroom Renovation in North Restroom 

 

For 2020 
 Redo paving of trail entrances  

 Remove  dead trees  

 Resurface the main roadway loop 

 Side north restrooms and park office  
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Construction Crew 
 
2019 Completed Projects  

 Built a permanent stage at Otsiningo 
 Compiled an electrical panel inventory for all park buildings 
 Installed a new walking bridge at Cole park 
 Installed new water heaters at Grippen park 
 Planted 15 new trees near the stage at Otsiningo 
 Reattached and cleared the power lines on the camp road at Greenwood 
 Renovated the bathrooms at Hawkins pond 
 Renovated the Otsiningo rest area women’s bathroom 
 Repaired and straightened shelter 1 at Greenwood 
 Replaced a sewer pump at Otsiningo 
 Replaced portion of underground electric lines in main park 

 
 

2020 Construction Crew Projects 
 
Aqua Terra 

 Construct walking bridge over creek  
 

BAGSAI 
 Clear out and replace netting in batting cages  
 Regrade Fields  
 Renovate main building and add additional Women’s Restrooms 
 Replace dugout roofs 
 Add scoreboards  

 
Dorchester 2020 Projects 

 Pour concrete grill apron at the North shelter 
 Replace playground equipment with modern equipment 

 
Greenwood 2020 Projects 

 Update street lighting in the campground 
Grippen Park 

 Add bleachers for spectators  
 Add score board 

 Build dugouts  
 Regrade field  

 
Cole 2020 Projects 

 Renovate the concession stand 
 Update lighting with LED 
 Replace rotted wall on maintenance building  

 

Otsiningo 2020 Projects 
 Resurface the main roadway 

 Reside north restrooms and park office 

 Take down all dead Ash Trees in park  
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Hawkins Pond 2020 Projects 
 Remove and replace heaved shelter floor 
 Remove and replace rotted shelter siding 
 Remove and replace roof  

 

Aqua Terra 2020 Projects 
 Install walking bridge over creek 

 
Roundtop 2020 Projects 

 Resurface roadways 

 Take down all dead Ash Trees in park   
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2019 DEPARTMENTAL EXPENSES 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 Salaries 
Full Time 

Salaries 
Temporary 

Employee 
Benefits 

Operating 
Expenses 

Total 

 
Administration $111,968.32  $163,488.08 $200,115.08 $475,571.48 

 
Recreation  $29,553.20 $214,978.98 $55,509.94 $49,546.33 $349,588.45 

 
Parks $811,160.95 $104,075.71 $632,580.64 $201,021.95 $1,748,839.20 

Total  $952,682.47 $319,054.69 $851,578.66 $450,683.36 $2,573,999.10 
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Broome County Youth Bureau 
 
 

Mission Statement 
 

The Broome County Youth Bureau’s mission is to promote and encourage the development of a 
comprehensive system of services to youth and their families through planning, funding, 
coordination, evaluation and advocacy. 

 
Description 

 

The Broome County Youth Bureau was established by a resolution adopted by the Broome 
County Legislature on July 6, 1971.  The Youth Bureau is responsible for distributing Office of 
Children & Family Services funds to local agencies that provide services for youth in accordance 
with the Broome County Child & Family Services Plan.  Local agencies apply to the County 

(Youth Bureau) for funds.  Applications are evaluated by the Youth Bureau Advisory Board and 
approved by the County Legislature.  The Youth Bureau then applies to the NYS Office of 
Children and Family Services or the Division of Criminal Justice for program funding and enters 

into contracts with the agencies.  The Youth Bureau also leads the efforts in planning for 
services for youth throughout Broome County. 
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2019 Broome County Youth Bureau 

Allocation of Funds from the New York State Office of Children and Family 

Services 

 

Program  Agency      Funded 2018 

4-H Education Center at Finch Hollow Cornell Cooperative     $27,500 

Compeer Youth Mentoring Program Mental Health Association of the Southern Tier $9,000 

Field Hockey  Town of Colesville     $1,500 

Gateway Catholic Charities     $10,000 

Library Program Town of Vestal Recreation Department   $1,000 

Special Hockey Fest & Camp  Life is Washable, Inc.    $4,000 

Pathways Johnson City School District    $10,000 

Playground Program  Town of Vestal Recreation Department   $3,000 

Safe Harbour Crime Victims Assistance Center   $20,000 

Softball Town of Colesville     $1,100 

Summer Program  City of Binghamton Parks and Recreation  $3,500 

Summer Zone Research Foundation for SUNY at Binghamton $10,000 

Teens Count Family Planning     $5,000 

Vines Volunteers Improving Neighborhood Environments $8,000 

Waterman Nature Program  Town of Vestal Recreation Department   $2,000 

Write it Out RISE      $5,500 

Teen Transitional Living Program  RHYA/Part 2     $47,100 

Young Women of Color Leadership Project SUNY Broome Community College    $5,000 

 

Broome County Youth Bureau  Administrative     $34,000  

Broom County General Recreation  Administrative     $28,164  

Runaway & Homeless Youth Coordinator  Admin- RHYA/ Part 1    $3,907 
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2019 Advisory Board 
     
Name Email Phone Representing 

Beth Roberts bar75@cornell.edu (607)594-9970 
Cornell Cooperative Extension – 
Broome County 

Brad Kaczynski bradkaz1026@aol.com (607)743-9436 City of Binghamton Police Dept. 

Calvin Brown Calvin_Brown@uhs.org  (607)762-2229 New Horizons-Youth 

Carol Young  dancaroly@gmail.com (607)217-5091 SEEDs of Hope 

Christine Battisti chrisine@cvac.us 

(607)723-3200 
x117 Crime Victims Assistance Center 

Chuck Wheeler 
(Chair) cwheeler@btboces.org  (607)762-6400 Broome Tioga BOCES 

George Dermody gdermody@chowc.org  (607)772-6904 Children's Home-Wyoming Conf. 

Heidi Mikeska hmikeska@co.broome.ny.us (607)778-1148 Promise Zone 
Jill Alford-
Hammitt    jalford-hammitt@ascension.org  (607)584-3110 

Lourdes Substance Abuse 
Prevention 

Lynne Esquivel lesquivel@co.broome.ny.us (607)778-1148 Broome County Mental Health 

Maria Gordon gordonm@binghamton.edu (607)777-9159 Binghamton University - CCPA 

Rebecca Rathmell  rdrathmell@outlook.com (607)238-6051 Southern Tier Homeless Coalition 

Rob Egan rob@idyouth.org  

(607)651-9120 
x404 Southern Tier AIDS Program 

Suzanne Pearson suzanne.pearson@nysed.gov (607)721-8397 Transition & Youth Services 

Korin Kirk korinkirk@gmail.com (607)624-6779 United Way 

Cara Fraser Arac76@hotmail.com  (607)760-0350 Family & Children’s Society 

Barbara Mullen Mullen.barb@gmail.com (607)785-6028 Binghamton University 

Cheryl Sullivan csullivan@co.broome.ny.us (607)778-2117 Broome County Attorney 

Maria Fabrizi mfabrizi@co.broome.ny.us (607)778-1005 Broome County Mental Health 

Megan Wise mwise@co.broome.ny.us (607)778-6047 Broome County Mental Health 

    

Staff    

Liz Woidt ewoidt@co.broome.ny.us 607-778-2360 
Broome County Parks, Rec, Youth 
Services 

Colleen Wagner cwagner2@co.broome.ny.us 607-778-2109 Broome County Executive Office  

Lorrie Cunningham lcunningham@co.broome.ny.us 607-778-2192 
Broome County Parks, Rec, Youth 
Services 

Amanda Florance aflorance@co.broome.ny.us 607-778-3560 
Broome County Parks, Rec, Youth 
Services 
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