
A NEW TOOL TO HELP 
PREVENT OVERDOSE DEATHS
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Percentage of opioid overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids other than methadone, New York State, 2015-2021 

OPIOID OVERDOSES INVOLVING SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS 
HAVE INCREASED BY NEARLY 200% STATEWIDE SINCE 2015
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Overdose deaths involving 
Synthetic opioids 

other than methadone 

Crude rate per 100,000 population, 
By county in New York State

2020 and 2021 

BROOME COUNTY RANKS 5TH IN THE STATE
FOR OVERDOSE DEATHS INVOLVING SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS
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BROOME COUNTY RANKS 5TH IN THE STATE
FOR OVERDOSE DEATHS INVOLVING SYNTHETIC OPIOIDS
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“Opioid-related overdose deaths have 
increasingly involved fentanyl… Due to the 
potency of these substances, multiple doses of 
naloxone, a drug that can reverse the effects 
of an opioid overdose, are often required to 
revive individuals who have overdosed on 
fentanyl or fentanyl analogs, particularly when 
additional substances such as xylazine may also 
be present.”

MULTIPLE DOSES OF NARCAN NEEDED



SOURCE: U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, MAY 22, 2023

“If nalmefene is administered 
quickly, it can reverse the effects 
of opioid overdose, including 
respiratory depression, sedation 
and low blood pressure.”

FDA APPROVES NEW OVERDOSE REVERSAL
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EARLY SUCCESSES IN MICHIGAN
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“The gold standard is Naloxone, Narcan. But what we are seeing is that, 
prior to introducing Opvee we needed more doses of Narcan (because of) 
synthetic opioids more than ever before. Sometimes, two, three or even four 
doses.”

“What we are seeing is that quicker recovery from respiratory depression is 
happening. And so if we can compare that based on this limited amount of 
people that we reversed so far, we are very encouraged by the result.”

- Steven Norris, Harm Reduction & Recovery Support Director, 
Alliance of Coalitions for Healthy Communities, Michigan

EARLY SUCCESSES IN MICHIGAN



PILOT PROGRAM IN BROOME COUNTY
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